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Are you Fit 2 Go ? 

Do the rigours of daily life leave you feeling 

exhausted? 

Would you benefit from having more energy and 

improving your health/ fitness levels? 

Fit2Go Personal Training offers tailor made 

fitness programmes guaranteed to make you 

feel fitter, healthier and re-energised. 

Contact:  Linda Lawson 07985 284091 or   

Email:  Linda.lawson@fit2go.org.uk 
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 Dates for your Diary 

1st Monday of each month - whist drive, 7.30pm, Swinstead Village Hall  

2nd Monday of each month - bingo  7.30pm, Swinstead Village Hall  

2nd March and each following Thursday during Lent until Easter - “Food for 

Thought” – bible study at 11am, followed by a simple lunch at noon, in St 

Andrew’s Parish Hall, Witham on the Hill. Donations to Christian Aid.  

19 April Swinstead A.G.M. In the church at 7pm 

22 April Smuggler Jack in the Swinstead Village Hall. In aid of Church funds. 

Sunday 16th July, Grimsthorpe Castle, ‘The Delights of Gardening’. The 2017 

decorated wheelbarrow competition.  All members living in The Three 

Towers area are invited to take part. 

23 July Garden Fete in the grounds of Swinstead Hall. 

 

Witham on the Hil Historical Society 

All in the St Andrew’s Parish Hall and talks cost £2 for members and £3 for 
non-members, unless otherwise stated.  

Monday 13th March 7.30pm, Tom Lane "Salt Making in Lincolnshire” 

Monday 3rd April 7.30pm, members’ meeting 

Monday 10th April 7.30pm, Anthony Poulton Smith, "When Nature Calls "  
The history of the Privy. 

Monday 22nd May 7.30pm, Dennis Windsor,  "The Day the Bomb Fell on 
Bourne " or "Action  over Bourne, May 1941",  a German bomber which 
crashed on to the Butchers Arms pub in Eastgate, Bourne,  after being shot 
down by a RAF Beaufighter operating from RAF Wittering directed by radar 
from RAF Langtoft. 
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 Parish News 

Welcome to Jean at East Green, Witham on the Hill. We hope you will be 

very happy here. 

Welcome to Steve and Carole Reynolds who have moved into Sunset View 

(formally Timberscoombe) in Manthorpe. We hope you enjoy living in our 

community. 

Condolences to the family of Margery Lynch, aged 74, whose funeral was 

held on the 3 February. 

Condolences to all her family and friends on the sad loss of Joan Hubbard, 

who passed away on 11 February. 

High Speed Fibre Broadband - You may be aware that BT has installed 

so-called “high speed” broadband in our area. Disappointingly, they did not 

install the capability to bring true high speed to your door. The local parish 

councils have been cooperating with a view to finding a way to bring fibre 

connectivity to everyone’s front door. It is early stages yet but your 

councillors ask that you go onto the Gigaclear website www.gigaclear.com 

and register an interest. You are NOT signing up to anything by declaring an 

interest. However, the more that declare an interest ,the greater the 

possibility we will achieve this.  The company has already successfully 

installed a system in Essendine and Carlby.    

Defibrillator Training - It has been suggested that there may be a need 

for a repeat training session on how easy it is to use this potentially life-

saving equipment. If you wish to take part in a training session then please 

contact either David Kreutzberger (07966 442872 , 01778 590251, 

davidk@doubledaygroup.co.uk),  or Rosemary Woolley  (01778 560634, 

tlampc2@gmail.com). This training could give you the confidence to save 

the life of one of your loved ones. 
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 THE VICAR WRITES 

My wife Siân loves opera and I will go 
a long way to avoid it. I have an 
instinct to switch it off if it warbles 
out of the radio. But for her sake, and 
because I am aware that I soon give 
in to my own prejudices, I do 
accompany her from time to time to a 
performance and stay in the room if it 
is playing on the audio system. I have 
no idea where this prejudice came 
from – I think it is something arising 
on a taste for clarity and purity in 
music and drama. Opera always 
seemed to me to be an art form too 
far. I have sometimes infuriated my 
family by singing the most ordinary 
conversation as in recitative in opera.  

Until last week I was very 
comfortable in my pre-judgment. 
Then dear reader something 
happened. We were given a present 
of two tickets to see and listen to La 
Boheme (an Opera I have seen twice 
before). It was a production by the 
Welsh National Opera at the 
Millennium Centre in Cardiff. (Our 
family is shot through with Welsh 
connections). It is a harmless, rather 
ridiculous plot about poverty stricken 
artists in Paris and the love affairs of 
two of them. It ends in the death of 
Mimi, one of the beloved. 

Very early in the performance I 
realised that I was quite enjoying it. 

The quality of the orchestra and the 
singers was very high and the theatre 
itself is a great space to be in. Then I 
found I was responding emotionally 
and at the death of Mimi I was moved 
to tears –it really communicated to 
me. Thus I found myself, and indeed 
Siân, amazed at what had happened 
to her husband at the Opera. I tell 
this story against myself because in a 
simple way it illustrates a change in 
understanding and experience. It was 
a small conversion and illumination.  

I find that a great many feel the same 
way about church worship as I did 
about Opera. In the same way it is 
written off, in ‘it’s not for me, I tried it 
once, ‘ kind of attitude. That is not 
fair either to worship of the Church or 
to the person who has settled 
comfortably into an attitude of 
rejection.   

Lent is time for trying new things or 
having another go at old ones. It is 
time for letting go of old habits and 
attitudes and being open to learn and 
experience new things. It is about 
open heartedness and open 
mindedness. St Paul teaches that we 
should ‘let our minds be remade after 
the manner of Christ Jesus’. But a 
mind can’t be remade after it has 
stubbornly decided to be ‘made up’ in 
a certain way. 

Here is what we can offer in these 
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 parishes this Lent. 

There is the usual diet of Sunday 
worship (a choice of 4 times in 3 
places)  with the added attraction of 
an Evening Service in one of the 
beautiful medieval churches of our 
area. 

There are the quiet services of mid 
week – Wednesday at Swinstead at 
9am, Witham at 10.15am, Edenham 
(in the Stable Chapel) at 12-noon on a 
Friday and a Saturday (these last 
around 35 minutes). 

There is the Bishop of Grantham’s 
Lent Course: ‘ Walking closer with 
God’ – Wednesdays in Lent beginning 
8th March – 7.30pm to 9pm at 
Edenham Regional House. Come to 
one or all. 

Thursdays (beginning the 2nd March) 
11am -12-noon Food for Thought at 
Witham Parish Hall – guided 
reflection on the week’s Gospel 
reading. Come to one or all. 

Thursdays 12-noon -1.30pm – Lent 
Lunch – a simple lunch – suggested 
donation £3 for Christian Aid – in the 
Parish Hall at Witham. Come to one 
or all. 

LENT 

Begins on March 8th – The Bishop of 
Grantham is to lead a series of 
evenings at the Regional House – 

‘Walking Closer with God’ from 
7.30pm – 9pm on Wednesday 
evenings beginning on the 8th March. 
All welcome. 

Willoughby Memorial Trust Gallery 

The gallery will open for the 2017 
season on 5th April with an exciting 
joint exhibition of functional and 
figurative ceramics inspired by 
folklore and the natural world. Bodies 
of Clay - 5th April – 3rd May, 
Ceramics by Alison Coaten and 
Katherine Winfrey. 

During exhibitions the gallery is open 
Tuesday to Sunday (and Bank Holiday 
Mondays) from 12 noon - 5pm.  
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 Some Holy Humour 

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her 

brother in another part of the country.    

"Is there anything breakable in here?" asked the postal clerk. 

"Only the Ten Commandments." answered the lady. 

 

 

A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city because he was 

short of time and couldn't find a space with a meter.    

Then he put a note under the windshield wiper that read: "I have circled the 

block 10 times. If I don't park here, I'll miss my appointment. Forgive us our 

trespasses." 

When he returned, he found a citation from a police officer along with this 

note "I've circled this block for 10 years. If I don't give you a ticket I'll lose my 

job. Lead us not into temptation." 

 

 

While driving in Pennsylvania , a family caught up to an Amish carriage. The 

owner of the carriage obviously had a sense of humor, because attached to 

the back of the carriage was a hand printed sign... "Energy efficient vehicle: 

Runs on oats and grass. Caution: Do not step in exhaust." 

 

 

There is the story of a pastor who got up one Sunday and announced to his 

congregation: "I have good news and bad news. The good news is, we have 

enough money to pay for our new building program. The bad news is, it's still 

out there in your pockets." 
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 2017 Wheelbarrow Event 

 

Many of you will remember the display of decorated wheelbarrows in 
Edenham Parish during 2012, with the theme of the Queen’s Jubilee 
prompting a variety of displays. 

Five years on, I would like to ask everyone to consider repeating this for 
2017. The aim is to fill the roadsides and gardens with even more colour and 
create a visual treat for all those who live, work and even drive through our 
villages. 

The theme for 2017 will be ‘The Delights of Gardening’ . The hope is that 
during the summer months, residents will place their decorated barrows 
where they can be seen and enjoyed by others. By way of a joint celebration 
everyone will be invited to bring their barrow to Grimsthorpe Castle on 
Sunday 16th July where they will be displayed and judged as part of the 
‘Garden Day’ event in the park. 

There is no formal entry form to fill out but it would be good if you could 
contact me to let me know if you plan to take part. 
(ray@grimsthorpe.co.uk). 

For 2017 the invitation to 
join in is extended to all 
the villages within the 
Three Towers area. 
Wouldn’t it be great if we 
had 100 floral 
wheelbarrows on display 
for everyone to enjoy? 

 

mailto:ray@grimsthorpe.co.uk
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Edenham & Grimsthorpe Parish Council  

Interactive Speed Warning Sign 

After road safety concerns from parishioners with regard to excessive 

vehicle speeds on the main road running through both Edenham & 

Grimsthorpe, the Parish Council has investigated the possibility of 

acquiring an interactive speed warning sign.  

However, we have found that the initial setup costs including one sign, 3 

mounting brackets and associated site surveys (required by Lincolnshire 

Road Safety Partnership) etc. would be approximately £2800.   

The Council does not hold reserves to meet such a large capital outlay 

relative to the modest income we receive from SKDC via the Precept.  

Therefore, the Council would like to canvass the views of parishioners on 

the way ahead by asking for feedback to the following questions: 

1. Do you agree that there is a traffic speed issue through the villages of 

Edenham/Grimsthorpe? 

2. Do you agree that the use of such signs would improve road safety 

within the parish? 

3. If the council started a fund-raising campaign would you be willing to 

pledge/donate to a fund to buy the sign and if so how much? 

Please send your replies to the Parish Clerk via e-mail: 

edenham.pc@btinternet.com or pass them to any of your councillors.  
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 A Whist Drive was held on Friday 21st January in the Parish Hall, Witham on 
the Hill raising £115 for Church funds.   The winners were: 
 
               GENTS                                                            LADIES 
1st     Mrs D Bennett                                               1st     Mrs B Carter 
2nd    Mr G Templeman                                         2nd   Mrs V Curtis 
3rd    Mr M Brace                                                    3rd    Mrs M Imminck 

The raffle winners: Mrs J Templeman, Mrs S Olley, Mrs D Bennett, Mrs G 
Stanford, Mrs P Curtis, Mrs E Brewster, Mrs A Blanchard, Mr S Osborne, Mrs 
T Brace, Mrs B Carter, Mrs M Imminck,  Mrs J Osborne and Mrs P 
Garrard.   Thank you to everyone for your support, for everyone who 
provided refreshments and a big thank you for all the prizes donated - what a 
wonderful display!   Dates for the next two Whist Drives:  Friday 18th March 
and Friday 15th April - both at 7pm. 

The Man in the Panama Hat 

In the market square he sat 

The man in the Panama hat. 

He was there from morn to eve 

And nobody could conceive 

Why in the market square he sat 

The man in the Panama hat. 

 

One day he was not there 

The man who sat in the market 

square 

Where is he people said 

Is he in bed  

Or is he dead 

They did not know….. 

The man who sat 

Wearing his Panama hat.  (Fr David) 
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 Witham on the Hill WI 

Sandi from Lincs Notts Air Ambulance 
started by telling us that the 
consultants from Pilgrim Hospital had 
the idea of having an air ambulance 
in the 1980’s but it didn’t come to 
fruition until 1994. It very quickly ran 
out of funds, so, Lincolnshire farmers 
started fundraising and have offered 
continued support for the 
Ambucopter.   

The charity runs 11 shops many of 
which have recently been refitted 
with old shop fittings from BHS. The 
paramedics who man the 
Ambucopter have to have been land 
paramedics for at least 3 years. There 
is also a doctor and pilot on board. 
The paramedics are taught to land 
the helicopter in an emergency.  

The medics will fly the patient to the 
best hospital for their needs but most 
go to Queens Medical Centre, 
Nottingham, which is in the process 
of having a helipad built.  

On average they are called out 3 
times a day, mainly to traffic 
accidents, the busiest time for them 
is between 3 and 4 pm on a Friday.  

The helicopter is based at RAF 
Waddington. In March, Lincs Notts Air 
Ambulance will be taking delivery of a 
new Ambucopter which will be 

bigger, so, it will be easier to treat the 
patient on board and will be able to 
fly further before refuelling. It will be 
able to fly at 190 miles per hour so 
will be able to cover the 3,000 square 
mile area faster.  

All this comes at enormous cost and 
this year the charity will have to raise 
£2,500,000. It costs on average 
£1,400 per call out and equipment 
such as bubble wrap blankets cost 
£20, defibrillator pads £30, high vis 
flying suit £500 and a helmet with 
inbuilt radio £1,200.  

Vote of thanks was given by Jane 
Clark. Raffle winners were Svetlana & 
Jane Wilmot. The competition for an 
aviation item was won by Vicky Cox, 
Trudy Templeman 2nd & Lou Blaes 
3rd.   

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 7th 
March. We will be celebrating 
Witham on the Hill WI’s 50th 
anniversary.  

All visitors are sure of a warm 
welcome.  

For further information contact 
secretary: Jane Clark tel 01778 
590232. 
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 Some More Holy Humour 

A vicar waited in a queue to have his car washed just before a long holiday 

weekend. The lads worked quickly, but there were many cars ahead of him. 

Finally, the vicar reached the front of the queue. 

"Reverend," said the young man, "I'm so sorry about the delay. It seems as if 

everyone waits until the last minute to get ready for a long journey." 

The vicar chuckled, "I know what you mean. It's the same in my business." 

 

The vicar was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to ask the 

congregation to come up with more money than they were expecting for 

repairs to the church building. Therefore, he was annoyed to find that the 

regular organist was sick and a substitute had been brought in at the last 

minute. The substitute wanted to know what to play.    

"Here's a copy of the service," he said impatiently. "But, you'll have to think 

of something to play after I make the announcement about the finances." 

During the service, the minister paused and said, "Brothers and Sisters, we 

are in great difficulty; the roof repairs cost twice as much as we expected and 

we need £4,000 more. Any of you who can pledge £100 or more, please 

stand up." 

At that moment, the substitute organist played "The National Anthem." 

And that is how the substitute became the regular organist! 

 

A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with a question, "Boys and girls, 

what do we know about God?"    

A hand shot up in the air. "He is an artist!" said the kindergarten boy. 

"Really? How do you know?" the teacher asked. 

"You know - Our Father, who does art in Heaven.." 
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 Toft cum Lound and Manthorpe Parish Defibrillators 

 

Public Access Defibrillators are installed and ready for use in Manthorpe and 
Toft. 

In Case of Emergency - Dial 999 from a landline or 112 from a mobile. 

The ambulance service will know your location from your mobile and will ask 
you your geographic position from a landline. They will give you the access 
code to the cabinet if you can assure them that there is at least one other 
person with the injured person. Enter the code into the keypad and open the 
door. Take the defibrillator to the emergency. 

 

VERY IMPORTANT 

The defibrillator requires no training - all the instructions are given by the 
machine. Do not wait for one of the 'trained' residents to come and assist -  

TAKE THE INITIATIVE AND FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS - YOU CANNOT GO 
WRONG! 

 

Did You Know That 112 is Better than 999 from a Mobile? 

Did you know that you can dial 112 even when the mobile is locked or when 
there is no credit on the phone? Not only that but the same number is in use 
in over 70 countries and will work even if it is not your service provider. 

Type the link below into your favourite web browser and spend a really 
worthwhile 5 minutes finding out why you should use 112 in preference to 
999 when dialling the Emergency Services from your mobile. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPZv_8dABfU 
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Jane’s Seasonal Recipe 
This is another Mary Berry recipe, a variation on the classic lemon drizzle cake.  

 

BLUEBERRY & LIME DRIZZLE RING 
 

225g butter    FOR THE GLAZE 

225g caster sugar   6 tablespoons lime juice (3 limes) 

275g sr flour    175g granulated sugar 

1 teaspoon baking powder 

4 large eggs 

2 tablespoons milk 

finely grated rind of 3 limes 

100g blueberries 

 

Grease & line with strips 3 pint ring mould. Cream butter & sugar 
until pale and creamy. Beat in eggs, milk & lime rind. Stir in flour & 
baking powder. Spoon half mixture into ring mould. Scatter over 
the blueberries and top with remaining mixture, smoothing evenly 
to cover fruit. Bake at 180c for approx. 35-40 mins until well risen. 
While the cake is baking make the glaze: mix lime juice & 
granulated sugar. Leave the cake to cool in the tin for a few mins, 
then loosen the sides carefully with a palette knife. Turn it out onto 
a wire cooling rack, set over a baking tray. Peel off paper strips. 
While the cake is still warm, prick all over with a fine skewer. Stir 
the glaze, then spoon slowly over warm cake. Leave to cool 
completely. 
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PARISH SERVICES FOR MARCH 2017 

 
Swinstead Witham Edenham 

5th March 

Lent 1 

8.45am Parish 
Communion 

10am Parish 
Communion 

6pm Deanery 
Evening Prayer 

11.15am Parish 
Communion 

12th March 

Lent 2 

8.45am Parish 
Communion 

10am Parish 
Communion 

11.15am Parish 
Communion 

19th March 

Lent 3 

8.45am Parish 
Communion 

10am Parish 
Communion 

1115 Parish 
Communion 

26th March 

Lent 4 

Mothering 
Sunday 

8.45am Parish 
Communion 

10am 
Mothering 
Sunday Service 
and Holy 
Communion for 
all ages 

11.15am Mothering 
Sunday Service and 
Holy Communion 
for all ages 

2nd April 

Passion Sunday 

8.45am Parish 
Communion 

10am Parish 
Communion 

11.15am Parish 
Communion 

FOR BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS, BANNS OF MARRIAGE, CONFESSIONS, OR ANY OTHER 
PASTORAL OR SPIRITUAL NEED CONTACT :VICAR: THE REVD CANON ANDREW HAWES SSC 
01778 591358  - athawes@tiscali.co.uk  LICENSED READER: MRS HEATHER LEE 01778 591338 
- beltislobelle@btinternet.com  

Deanery Evening Prayer 12th March Bitchfield, 19th March Bourne Abbey, 

2nd April Little Bytham, 9th April Ringstone Group. 


