
WITHAM ON THE HILL, MANTHORPE, TOFT AND LOUND. 
Looking Back.--The year that is gone has been one of change unparalleled by any within human 

memo~y, m so far as our parish is concerned. Old faces have gone, and fresh ones hare taken their 
place m alm~st half the houses in the village, while the number of deaths in the parish has been as great 
as teu, the highest number probably·ever recorde.d. Among those taken away from us by death have 
been four·w1dows, M~s. K_ettle, Mrs. S~ntance, Mrs. David Pell and Mrs. Browett,-all old parishioners, 
also Mr. Bent and Miss Fisher,-truly a sadly representative list. The past year has witnessed also the 
sale aud break-up of the Witham Estate, which for centuries has been held by successive squires,''-a ) 
title which now comes to an end in Witham. Such is the record of the year 1929, What of the future? 
Let us hope thaj;, under new conditions and altered oircumstances, the blessing of God may continue to rest 
upon our parish and our historic old church,-which hae looked down upon the changes and chances of over 8 
centuries, and will continue to bear its silen_t witness for many centuries to come. Meanwhile, it is ours 
to use and to love, and to hand on to our children's children as their most precious possession. 
Church Notes.-Owing to all these exceptional changes, it was inevitable that the church attend­ 

ace should be affected during the year, and worshippers and communicants be reduced, though we hope· 
that this is only a passing phase. However, from the point of view of the offerings, the outlook is more 
encouraging.. The total collections during the past year amounted to £67/5/0, a increase of ~14 on tlie 
previous year, • 
as cgaiust £43/4/0 for the corresponding period of the previous year. . . · .. , . 

Christmas Day ,-The church was profuselydecorated with evergreens, and looked very beautiful. 
White flowers, kindly given Ly Mr. Burges, adorned the altars. Though the number of communicants 
at the early service was large, it was less by nearly twenty than a ye~r ago. . . . 
Social Activities.-This winter we have had our full opportumty of enjoyment in the way of whist 

drives and dances. All thanks to the hard-working organizers. May enjoyable social evenings hive 
served to bring us togethei· more than usual. As we write, we are lookmg forward to our chief winter's 
attraction, the fancy-dress dance. Children's Party.-Owing to Mr. Mansell being away for Christmas, our childre~'s _party had to 
be held before the Festival, on Saturday, Dec. 21st. In every respect it was one of the jolliest aud most 
successful that we have ever had. Every child in the parish was invited, even babies-in-arms, aud there 
was a tea and gifts for all. A new feature this year was." Father Christmas " himself, who arrived in 
time to dispense his presents from the heavily-loaded Christmas!res,_,, , 
The Magazine will be found this year to have a new inside, .which we hope mwill interest all om 

readers. 
In Memo • Mrs. Browett.--On Friday, Dec. 20th, Mrs. Mary Ann Browett, who has been 

in foiling he 1:;~~• m y'ears passed peacefully away. She had been a resident in the villago for 
some s0%& 3,,,iisrs thioglout ior married life. She survived her husband about oighi ad 
half y%,,",,,' sis rived a fife of comparative retirement, aud few of tho present generation of 
ih, " s. cattery, • 5fe 5° sh llki tu d'- th ill vingerg k: h th h in her husband s h e-t1me s e was we now to everyone, an m 10 v1 age 

shop slio h:r: 1t!:a. w:f!me and friendly greeting for all her customers, Her husband took a prominent 
pan in h fr · f ·th" lace and for some years held the office of churchwarden. Mra. Browett was 

1e a airs o 1s p , f th Id h h." : staunch and devoted churchwoman. '·I love every stone o e o c u1·c , was n expression she 
frt•quontly used. Until about a year ago she was a regular aLtendant, even when she :was ~ardly able 
to walk there without assistance. We extend our deep symp~thy ~o her devoted sister, Mis~ Gilbert, who 
ursod and tended her uuremittinglyto the end. R.I.P. Miss Gilbert has asked us to iuclude a nues­ 

8ug6 of grateful thanks for all the sympathy and kindness shown by so many frionds. 
Baptism.-lst December, Kathleen, daughter of W1lhn.m Horbert und L1zz1e Strmger. 
Burial.-23rd Docomber, Mary Ane Browett, aged 73 years. 



WITHAM-ON-THE-HILL, MANTHORPE, TOFT AND LOUND. 
Church Heating & . LightJng.-At a Church Council Meeting held on January l5th, two 

mutters which closely affect the comfort of our congregation ·were dealt with, namely the imperfect 
heating and lighting of the church, and steps were taken forthwith to remedy them both. 
The present heating apparatus was inserted just over 26 years ago. For the last two or 

three years a mll.rked diminution iu the heat which it gives has been noticed, and, on examination, it is 
discovered to be in great need of repair. The necessary repairs are. being put in hand at once. The 
apparatus, is one which is entirely out of sight, so that the church is not disfigured, as many churches 
are, with ·unsightly radiators and pipes. Even the chimney is concealed. A further advantage is that 
there is no danger of damage by frost. In many hundreds of churches, the intense frost of last winter 
did irreparable damage to hot water systems, entailing costly renewals. That, at,least, we have been 
spared, The renewal of the apparatus in 1903 cost £58. £30 was given by the Church Estate, £1 0 
by the late Mr. Fenwick, and the balance from church funds, socials, etc. 'fo prove that our hot air 
apparatus, when it is in proper order, is capable of adequately warming ou1· large church, we quote a 
paragraph from the Parish Magazine of November, 1903._ "The new heating apparatus gave us an 
,-xample of what it could do last Sunday. In the morning we were almost overpowered, and were 
bliged to let the fire out, or there would not have been much left of us by the end of Evensong ! 
Lighting.- Before very long the scheme for the supply of elect1icity to rural districts is expected to 

be extended to Witham. We should then Le'enabled to instal electric light in the church. Meanwhile 
we propose to purchase at least a couple of ·"Aladdin incandescent lamps to improve the light on 
winter evenings. .. . 
A memorial insoription.-The Vicar has placed in the church a small framed inscription to 

record that the picture in the, Lady Chapel is in memory of Miss Fisher. In another frame may be 
found a description of the picture itself, which will interest visitors to the church. The small repro­ 
duction of this beautiful painting upon the almanack which was distributed last month, is a very good 
one, and many who have got it may care to go andl'ead for themselves all about the original. 
The fancy dress dance was very successful and well attended. in spite of the heavy cost of 

al special band, the sum of £3 was sent to the Butterfield Hospital out of the proceeds. It was a great 
easure to have Mrs. Crichton-Maitland among us. She has always taken a kind interest in Witham 

and has played her 'cello here, both in church aud at concerts 'on mauy previous occasions. We note 
from an old copy of the Parish Magazine that, as long ago as 1896, ·'Miss Elsie Birch-Reynardsou, of 
Holywell, mwas among the performers at a concert given here in the Feast Week. 
A cupboard is being made for the safe custody of ouexcellout set of haid-bells. The front will 

be glazed, so that they may be on view. It will be fixed in the ringing chamber. The use of hand­ 
be!'s is found by many ringers to be a great help m learnmg change-nngmg. 
ilIrs. _Allam completed her 99th year on Dec. 27~h last. She remains in excellent health. Many 

vi llagers were shocked at the sad news of the death of her son, Mr. H. Dallywater, who was a frequent 
visitor to Witham. He was killed on the railway on Jan. 2ad, while on duty on the line. 
Date of Confirmation.--The first Coufirmutiou in our oiglbourhood will bo at Barholm 

church, on Wednesday, March 19th. It is important that the Vicar should have the uunes of iuteuding 
nan di dates without further delay. 



WITHAM-ON-THE-HILL, MANTHORPE, TOFT AND LOUND. 
Lent, upon which we are now entering, is intended to be kept as a season of special penitence and 

prayer. in order to help us to amend om· lives. and follow more closely in the steps of Our Master. For 
the Christian, it is the most precious and helpful season in the whole year. Let us try and use it as best 
we can, by being more diligent in all om Christian duties, particularly by more regular attendance in 
the House of Gop, and at the Holy Sacrament. 

Sunday, March 16th will be set apart as a day of intercession for the Church in Russia, 
where a persecution, unparalleled since the days of Nero, is endeavouring to stamp out religion by the 
wholesale slaughter of all who practice or profess Christianity, On this Sunday and during the week 
following prayers of intercession will be offered in every Christian country throughout the world for the 
suffering Christians in Russia. 

Sunday, March 30th is Mothering Sunday. We would call attention to the beautiful 
custom which consecrates the 4th Sunday in Lent as ''Mother's Day," when we remember the best 
friend we have, out· mother, send her a token of love, and wear a flower in her honour. 

The Village Hall has been quite transformed with the large framed pictures purchased at 
the late Mrs. Browett's sale. We have long wanted to cover the bare walls with decorative pictures, and 
have been able to do so at last . 

Miss Gilbert has now left the village, and has gone to live with hat· brother at Cheltenham. 
She will be greatly missed here, and not least from her place in church, where she was a. regular and 
devoted worshipper. She was a particularly liberal supporter of our mission fund, and her generously­ 
filled missionary box year by year was a real evidence of self-denial in the sacred cause of missionary 
work. The good wishes of many friends will follow her to her new home. 

Church heating apparatus.- This has at last been repaired, and we hope that all will 
find the church comfortably warm for the rest of this winter, and for many winters to come. For four 
Sundays we were without the furnace, and as these happened to be four of the coldest Sundays duriug 
the present winter, we suffered considerable inconvenience, and were obliged to shorten tho services, 
Ou one Sunday we omitted the sermon both morning and evening, for the first occasion on record. 

The cross placed at the head of Miss Fisher's grave is made of teak wood, which is almost us 
imperishable as stone. When toned down by weather, such a memorial harmonizes particularly well 
with the surroundings of a country church-yard. We feel sure that it is just the type of memorial that 
she would have liked. Later on, the grave will be enclosed with a stone curb. 

A Concert was to have been given here on February 26th by a party of friends from Bourne, 
but, owing to the illness of Mr. Clement Smith, who was chief organizer, we were obliged to postpone 
it. We hope that it may take place after Easter, 

Felling.--The wholesale demolition of timber which is taking place around us is a sad sight to 
those of us who love the amenities of Witham, once described as "the most picturesque village in 
Lincolnshire" To many of us trees are like old friends, and we miss them as keenly. 

The Parish Magazine.--For the information of our readers we give n balance sheet for 1929, 
so that all may know how we manage to keep this useful little monthly issue ruuuing. 'Iotal subscrip­ 
tions, £6/12/5, total expenses (printing and postages) £8/11/0. T'he deficit was met by a graut of £2 
from last year s garden fete proceeds. We my add that there is only oue subscriber out of tho whole 
73, who has not yet paid for last year. . 

Stamford Infirmary.--£3/10/0 was sent from the proceeds of the whist drive anid dance on 
January 3lst. D · B 

M · g F4br 4th, Albert Edward Harns and oris ione, aria,'e.-- 'eruary ; 



WITHAM-ON-THE-HILL, MANTHORPE, TOFT AND LOUND, 
Easter Day.--The Holy Communion will be celebrl\ted at 7,30 and 9.0, in addition to the Sung 

Eucharist at I 1.0. '' Every parishioner shall communicate at Easter," so runs the well-known rule in 
the Prayer Book, As faithful sons and daughters of the Church, let us keep it, and at least win for 
ourselves the blessing which comes from obedience, _ 

Good Friday.-The services on this solemn day will be at I 1.0 and 7.30. 
Summar Time comes into force this year before Easter, the alteration taking place on Palm 

Sunday, April 13th. 
Lent.-Our Week-night Services have been extremely well attended so far, and it is olrt'ious that 

their introduction was widely appreciated. 
l",iantern Lecture.-There was a very good muster on March 20th to hear Canon Bolam's 

interesting lecture on John Bunyan. We much appreciated his kindness in coming, and hope that be 
will bring his lantern again. ­ 
fore Changes,-Lady Day departures. We are e:'!:tremely sorry to lose several old Witham 

residents this month. Mr. aud Mrs. Butcher and their family, who hnavo lived here for a number of 
years, will be very greatly missed from among us, and hesidee them we are to lose Mr. and Mrs. Good­ 
acre, Mr. and "Mrs. Kettle and Mr. and Mrs. Healey. We take leave of them all with sincere regret, The 
Vicar would like specially to express his keen appreciation of Mr. T. E, Butcher, who has recently been 
one of our younger sidesmen, besides giving valuable help in many ways, notably as a bell-ringer. To 
all our departing friends, we wish every happiness in their new homes. 

'The School.-All these changes mean the loss to the School of quite a number of children. 
The diminishing numbers in the School have recently become a source of regret and anxiety to the 
Managers, and' it is greatly to be hoped that with the arrival of new families there may be may 
children of school age to fill up the gaps. . , 

'I'wenty-five years or so ago, we had almost 100 children on the school registers. This drop in 
umbers, which most schools nowadays ha-ve experienced, 1s a very disquieting symptom m the national life. 

The Annual Church Meeting will be held (D.V.) in Easter Week. We shall then elect th0 Officers and Church Council for the year, and submit the Church accounts. 
'r_ho Sooie.l in aid of the Church funds, held just before Lent, was quite a success. Miss Tiptaft, 

who kindly organised it, has handed the sum of £2 4s. 6d. to the Vicar. 'l'he repair of the heating 
appnratus will make we fear a big claim on our funds. 

Ringir.g.-O~r beautiful hells have been heard rung up (and not merely chimed), much more 
frequently than they used to be. This is owing to the fact that we have two or three new recruits in the 
®@plo, and we hope that a regular hand of rigors may once more bo formed. 
,, '3'he British Legion.-Mr. Todd having resigned the secretaryship of our local branch, Mr, 

ansell has kindly taken on tho post. In a recent letter received by Mr. lodd fro the Bourne brnnch 
"ctary, thoro is tho following tribute. " Please allow me to thank you very sincerely for nil the good 3vo havo done for our cause in the Witham district. There is no doubt in my mind that the 

I in~th111n snb-Lrauc:h would not have been what it is to-day but for yourself. I should be very sorry 

. 
to eed. to learn of any slackening of interest iu this wonderful organization of ours, which enables us all 

Put into our dnily Iifo tlrnt woncle.-fnl word service.' 
'- ,{®P$ism.-- March 9th, Georgo Laurence, son of Charlos William and Eva Morillian Brostor. 
""rial.--March 3lat. Elizabeth Allam, aged 99 years. (There will be a note on Mrs. Allam's 



WITHAM-ON-THE-HILL, MANTHORPE, TOFT AND LOUND. 
. Easter,-'fhe church was very ~eautiful for the great Festival, and we are deeply grateful to all the 

kind helpers who decorated it so lavishly and tastefully- Mrs. Pick mast kindly washed all the altar 
linen, and Mrs. C. Pell, many of the surplices. 
The Electoral Roll.-When revising this list for the year, we had to cross off as many as 77 

names of those who have gone. About 40 new names have to be added, so numerous have been our 
changes in the short space of a year. · 
Mrs. Allam's death took place after going to press last month, we therefore now record a few notes 

on her long life of 99 years.. Born in 1830, she died in 1930. 8he was baptized in this church on Jan. 
5th, 1831, when she was 6uly 9 days.old, possibly in consequence of her being a weakly and delicate 
child. She was three times married and survived her third husband for 27 years ; of her six children, 
three are living, ad there is one great-great-grandchild. The tragic death of her youngest son, Henry 
Dally water, last January, was a great shock to her, and undoubtedly hastened her end, for she was 
greatly devoted to him, and he constantly used to come to see her. Up to last summer she lived alone 
in hor little cottage here, and did hei own domestic work. A few years ago the Vicar ascertained her 
true age from the registers, and great was her satisfaction when she realized that she was a year older 
than she thought she was! - · . 
· T'he Bede-house charity.--This charity which is properly called the•• Hospital of St. John and 
St. Anne," is a private benefaction in the gift of Capt. Johnson, of Ketton, and has no connection with 
this parish. We state this! as there is_so_me misc~nception on this point. _ Th?se who receive it here owe 
it to the fact that Oaptarn Johnson is a old friend of the Vicar, and 1s kmd enough to give it some- 
times on his recommendation. ­ · Witham Hall.-According to the local Press, which is our only source of information, it appears 
that the Braceborough Spa Co. propose to purchase the Hall. The businesses which it is stated they 
intend to undertake include those of caterers, purveyors, launderers, haudressers, licensed victuallers, 
as well as manufacturers of a variety of commodities, including confectionery, chemicals, perfumery and 
soap, though whether here or elsewhere does not seem quite clear, Sic trans1,t gloria mundi, which 
s Y , t 11 1 " being interpreted is,'' ou never ca.n .e. . • _ . . . 

Careby church.--Our neighbours a~ Oa.reby ar~ ~reatly to be congratulated on the singularly 
beautiful new altar and furnishings, which it was the privilege of your Vicar to dedicate on Easter Eve. 
The whole scheme is completely satisfying from an artistic point of view, while the restored Lady Chapel 
· f. I duli:htf.l. We recommend our church people to go and see for themselves. 
'®" ] iitham ?-To Committee ladies of th6' Gimsthorpe branch of tho County Nursing nurse or · : h · d Ed h · h · l d 
A • ' he kindly suggested that their nurse, w o 1s stat10ne at en am, mg't me u e 880Ciat10u ave very · ffi. - b f b: be Th v· wia ia tar arid, prodding lat we an obt#jg " ®ioiwnt uP" .,{{"?3° ear 
would be glad to have the names of all who would li e to. ecome mem ere. e su scnp ions are very 

alt, ad are eys® g",],' pop ot Lieol proposos to hold a short Mission in this Denery in 
The Bish0P°,"",], ,ji vo is ova issioior, white tho Bishop bisolf will visit och parish 

the autuu-,,""" {s only fro Friday until 'I'uesday. Tho Bishop has honoured Witham by 
once. Theo Ni®-{,,, ;» the Sunday morniug. ·As the Deanery contains 14 parishes, and 
solotiug our ch:©} I}'® "",f's a great privilege tor us. Our Missioner will be thie Rev. H.S. 
ours 1s one of t e sma er ones, - _ 
'faggart, Reetor oyf Sedgebrookd. Churoh meeting was held in Easter week. The report of this is 
The annual estry an 

held over until next month. 



WITHAM-ON-THE-HILL, MANTHORPE, TOFT AND LOUND. 
The Annual Church Meeting was held on the 25th April, but, owing to the lack of space 

last 1:1onth, we could not report it. Firstly, our two excellent churchwardens, Mr. Bradshaw and Mr. 
Wallis, 'wer_e agam appomted. 'rhe sidesmen elected ,vere Mr. Sharp, Mr. Curtis and Mr. Weldon, 
Those appointed to serve on the Rum! Deanery Conference were the two wardens toaether with Mr 
Sharp and Mr. Mansell; and Mr. Wallis was elected as a member of the Diocesan Conference. 
Fmally, Mr. Mansell was ohoseu as Secretary of the Ohurnh Council. It is a great pity that the annual 
Church Meeting is not more largely attended. It is convened iu acoordance with the Enabling Act, and 
all whose names a.re on the Electoral Roll ·of the parish are entitled to come, and take their part in 
electing the mem~ers who are to serve on the Church Council, &c. Thus an opportunity is given for all 
the church people m the parish to have a voice in the affairs of their church. 

Church Finance.-The accounts presented to the meeting showed the collections for the. year to 
be £57/5/0, the highest figure reached since the year 1912. 

Cricket Olub.-It is good news that we have once more a ·club in the parish, Thanks to the 
kinduess of Mr. Sharp, an excellent ground at Manthorpe is avail.able. At present, owing to the sale 
of the estu.te, the historic cricket ground at Witham, with its splendid pavilion, cannot, alas! be used. 
We heartily wish the new club every 8uccess. . 
Lawn Tennis Club.-This club has started _its new season, and some excellent games have 

already been played upon the Vicarage court. '['he Committee have decided not to play on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. The reason for this is that the court gets too worn if played upon daily. We hope 
that many matches with other clubs may be arranged during the season. Mr. Mansell is kindly acting as 
secretary. 
The Village Green is now the property of the Church Estate Trustees, to whom it was 

preseted by Captain Fenwick; It has been enclosed by a light fence, in order that it may be grazed, 
and the rank growth kept down. 
The Rev. J. T. Halland, who was Vicar of this parish for 16 years before the present 

Incumbent, is still affectionately remembered here by a few parishioners. Lately, he underwent a 
very serious and grave operation. We are glad to state, however, that he bore it well in spite of his 
age, and is making 11. good recovery. He was greatly touched when he knew that prayers were offered 
for him iu his old church. 
Golden Wedding.--On June 8th (Whitsunday), Mr. and Mrs, Richard Pick will have comple_ted 

fifty years of married life. We respectfully offer them our warmest congratulations, and heartiest 
good wishes for long-continued health and happiness. 
F'our Marriages of recent parishioners will be of interest to many of us,--that of Missy. 

Redshaw on May 24th of Miss Winnie Metcalfe on June 7th, and of Mr. Jack Harmston, and his 
brothel', Mr, Stanley Harmston, who are both to be married on June 9th. Our very best wishes go with 
them all. • 
The Grimsthope Nursing Association.--Mrs. Burges has vory kiudly consented tg act 

as our village secretary, and will be glad to have the names and subscriptions of those who wish to join. 
So far, only a few names have been given in. The annual subscription for Olaes A is 4/4 a year, payable 
quarterly. 
Thurlby Church.--Last month we commended Careby church to your notice. This time we 

should like to ea a word in praise of Thurlby church. Those who have not visited this wonderful old 
church for some Bme ~would hardly recognize it. All the roofs have been renewed, the walls re-poin_ted 
and re-plastered, and the whole interior has been transformed. A truly magnificent high altar, glowing 
with color d hung with· rich tapestries, dorurnates the church, while the surroundmg side-chapels 
are also ,rniy furnished, notably the ··children's chapel" ou tlo north, and the Lidy chapol o 
the south, which is specially appropriated to the Mothers' Uuio. The church is filled with objects of 
mtel'est a db t while the churchyard is like a trnu garden, with shrubs and beds of flowers. 
A CK.. ';vat will bo held at Bourue, on Thursday, July 10th, for combined village choirs, 

oi e k 
Our own choir may possibly be able to ta. e purt. , • . 
Eggs for the Hospital.---During the 'egg week lust month, 280 eggs wore sent fro this 

Parish to the Butterfield Hospital. The collect1on wall orgamzed by Mr. Muusell through the school 
children. 



WITHAM-ON-THE-HILL, MANTHORPE, TOFT AND LOUND. 
The Nursing Association.- The Oounty. Superintendent has called to see the Vicar and has 

informed him that she agrees to the inclusion of Witham Village in the area served by the Eden ham 
nurse, The arrangement is to stand for one year. If by the end of a year it is found to be satisfactory, 
it will then be made permanent. As a cousiderable portion of the parish has for some time been served 
by the Gnm_sthorpe Assocrnt1on, 1t seems fittmg that Witham itself should also be included. Mrs. 
Burges has kindly couseuted to act as local orgauizer, arid to her all subscriptions should be paid. We 
trust that many will subscribe, and prove by so doing their appreciation of the kind offer which has 
been made to us. The Vicar wishes to make it clear that the services of tlie uurse at Edenham were 
offered to us. We did not ask to be.included in her district, but the proposal first came from the Grims­ 
thorpe Committee themselves.. $ 
The Vicar expects to b~ away on two Sundays this month. July 13th and 20th. Will our congre­ 

gation please note the followmg a.rrangemeuts ?--On Sunday, July 13th, there will be Service at II 11.m, 
only, and on the 20th, there will be ·Holy Communion at 8, and Evening Service at 6.30. Our old 
friend, Mr. Reade, is taking the Services at 11 and 6.30 respectively, and the Rev. C. W. E. Cleaver 
will take the celebration at 8, o July 20th. Will everyone please make a special effort to attend these 
Services, if only out of courtesy to our kind visitors. As for the Vicar, 'he will have something of a 
• busman's holiday," for on the first Sunday he has uudertaken the Services at a church in Essex, and 
on the second, those at his· brother's church in Somerset. However, a change is usually the,best holiday 
of all ! · • 
Foreign Mission Sunday.--On August 3rd, our offerings and iutercessious will be on behalf of 

the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. All who have Missionary boxes are asked to bring them 
in o that day, or during the previous w~ek. . . 
The Bishop's week.-This, to which we have already alluded, will be held during the first week 

in October. The Bishop of the diocese and the Bishop of Grantham will both visit us. Our special 
missioner, the Rev. J. S. Taggart, hopes to come over in August, and explain the object of the Bishop's 
week one Sunday evening._ Meanwhile let us remember it in our prayers, that through 1t our p1msh 
may be abundantly blessed. · , . . . . 
Summer Sundays.-We quote the following from the Vicar of_ Oakham's advice _m his ~arish 

magazine, 'If yo are going out for Sunday, then come first to the early Communion Service, or 
arrange to get bacldor Evensong. [he determined effort will repay you a hundredfold. If you let 
your Sunday go b without your worship, I am sure your life will be the poorer. It your regular Sun­ 
day worship is mi&sod you lose more in character and tho power to livo than you can possibly gain fro 
the Sunda/outing." We would do well to ponder these wise words. One sometimes sees people actually 
starting for a walk as the bells are calling them to church, although they have had the whole day at 
their disposal. : b d l · The Church Council held a. meeting on June 20th. Tho _followmg su Jects were eat with 
u ht ( ) A · the altar tloivers Three more ladies volunteered to undertake a month rl{lug ot ers a rrangrng ' Th" h MM Br M, E 'k d M: a M, R.Pi. M St bl nd Mrs Gedge 1s, wit rs. urges, · rs. r1 sson au 1ss. 
B1'1

100keb, rs, ·k ic .'. f ri>.thlu dflY ~ators ·(b) 'l'h~ choir outing was arranged for the end of July. As 
ac, ·urn ma es six mou Y ec,H · · · ·11 h b .. d · II n · 1• £ d h b . · u this year'to pay for this, it wi ave to ve care out as ecouom1ca y 
° P®jg! e as 3so" ,,'jart tiuds. () Tho re-coyorig of the kneelers was loft i tho 

as possi e. 6 was voteu rom e · d I f It th t th .tt id f th h; d f • (d) 'l'h s day class was d1scusee , t was e a .e en ance o e a? 8 0 ~rs. Pick. e un 1 ir (e) '£hA chairs in tho Lady chapel were becoming worm- 
children might be larger© ""),{"f]','j,ass Gt itio Coucit dortook 'to overhaul tho sstmets, and 
eaten, and mus~ be atten.e to. b k · tho churoh should be left for the use of visitors and do · (g) The spa.re· oo s 10 • any i:iecessary repairs. ' . :. (lhe above points are from the minutes of the meeting 
regular worshippers should provide their own. • 
tak b M M 11 th H Sec to the Oounci · · en Y r. anse , e on. · h R L H Cooley) June 7th Arthur George Pearce Marriage at Skellingthorpe church (by t 8 ev. · . · ' ' 
and Winifred Annie Metcalfe. 
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Th_e ~ursing Assooiation.-Aftor llll, we are not to be allowed to join the Edenham Nursing 

Association. We greatly regret to be obliged to mnke this announcement, ofter raising the hopes of the 
parishioners. As long ago as May, we wrote in thie Magazine that the Edenham Committee had offered 
to rnclude Witham in their Nursmg- area, as they had already included Toft and Lound. Later the 
Count! Superintendent visited the Vicar and Mrs. Burges, and gave due approval to the scheme. On 
the Vicar's return home, he was astonished to find that this approval had been withdrawn. So there 
the matter rests for the time beiag. It is an unsatisfactory business, and sets us wondering what has 
happened behind the scenes. 
The Vicar's holiday.- Mr. Reade most kindly came to the church on the 13th and 20th of July 

to conduct the 1::lervices, noel the Rector of Careby celebrated the Holy Communion on the latter Sunday, 
'['here were good numbers present at all the services. The Vicar spent the first Sunday in Essex, where he 
preached three times, aud the second in Somersetshire, preaching there twice. One thing that impressed 
him was the strength of the Church in both these districts, We hear much in these days about empty 
village churches, but in a small parish in Essex, with a population of 234, and a church three-quarters 
of a mile from the village, there were exactly 68 people present at the Morning Service, and considerably 
more in the evening. · 
The Rev. J. S. Taggart, Rector of Sedge brook, near Grantham, will preach here at the evening 

Service on Sunday, August 24th, whe he will explain the meaning of the "Bishop's Week" in October, 
during which he will be acting as our speciul Missioner. Will everyone pleuse make an endeavour to 
come and hear what he will have to tell us about it. 
S. Paul's Cathedral, the great mother church of London, which is known and loved the world 

over, was re-opened about a month ago. after a restoration lasting 17 years. The present cathedral was 
built to succeed the old St. Paul's, which perished in the great Fire of London in 1666. It is interesting 
to record that the people of Witham sent a contribution towards the re-building of S. Paul's, as the 
following extract from our church records show. "Memorandum. 'fhere w~s ?ollected_ in the town 
and parish of Witham within the month of November, 1678, towards the re-building of the cathedral 
church of St. Paul's, London, the sum of sixteen shillings and-a .penny. . Collected by Thos. Troop, 
Vicar, and Will. Pell and John Boyall, churchwardens. The said collection was arknowledged m the 
hearing of the parishioners." 'l'he amount seems a small one to us in these days, but we must remem­ 

ber that the value of money was far higher then than now. 
The church vestments have recently been thoroughly overhauled and repaired by the ladies of 

the Church Council, who turned out the vestment press, and restored all to neatness and order. Although 
we do not possess any vestments of a costly nature, such as are seen iu may churches, those that we 
have are quite seemly and suitable. The white and the red chasubles were given by the Communicants 
of the parish about 35 years ago. Alter constaut use for all these years, the white one is hardly even 
soiled, thanks to our clean country air. We hope that our kind helpers will next turn their attention to 
the altar frontals which need some renovating, and the cassocks and surplices of the choir. 
During his recent absence from home, the Vicar received a warm invitation to accept an attrac­ 
ve .- J • E At the request of the patron whom he met, he was asked to go and see it, and did pa11s 1 m ssex. • l 11 · · · d · k' d 80. However he finally decided that to leave Withum, with al its past associations anc its rin 

and friendly people, would be too great a wrench. . . 
Th h : (tig, hich was kindly orga01zed by Mr. Mansell, was thoroughly enjoyed by all, ec or ou ID ,w» .:. the diti aud a happy day was spent at Skegneas, under fair weatlier con 1 10s. 
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Foreign Missions.--The amount sent up to the Treasurer of the Society for the propagation of 

the Gospel (S.P.G.) last month was £4/12/0. '[he collections in church on Sunday, Aug. 3rd, which was 
our special Foreign Mission Sunday, amounted to £2/4/2, and the contents of the Missionary boxes added 
another £2/7/10. This is tho highest figure reached except in 1927, but even so, we must try to do 
better still in the future. The Vicar earnestly pleads that those who do not possess a-missionary box 
will ask him for one. 'rhere is no obligation in taking a box, nor is there any invidious distinction, as 
only the amounts (ad not the names of box-holders) are published. If, let us say, 30 households had 
a box apiece, and contributed to them one half-penny a week only, we should have nearly twice ns much 
to send to this great cause. 'I'he hoe missionary box, placed where we cnn see it, is a constant reminder 
to us of this great duty of ours to help foreign missions, and teaches us besides the principle of systematic 
giving. 
The Bishop's week, what is it ?-- Each year the Bishop of Lincoln selects one Rural Deanery 

in the Diocese, to which he and his colleague, the Bishop of Grantham go, together with a umber of 
earnest and devoted priests, in order to arouse the parishioners of the various parishes, and re-kindle the 
spirit of devotion. Both of the Bishops visit the parishes iu turn, aud a special missioner is assigned to 
each. Our Deanery (that of Ness) coutaius 14 parishes, we therefore consider ourselves fortunate in the 
fact that the Bishop of Lincoln comes to Witham on the Sunday moriug, and the Bishop of Grantham 
will preach at the concluding Service on the Tuesday evening 
Our Missioner.-As everyone already kuows, our chosen Missioner is the Rev. H. S. 'faggo.rt, the 

popular Rector of Sedge brook. Since Mr. 'raggnrt is not likely to read this Magazine, we can write 
quite freely about him. A man of deep spirituality, and earnestness, he possesses a charm of manner, 
and a kindliness which captivates all who meet him. 'l'he Vicar recently went over to Sedge brook, and . 
found that the Rector had won the hearts of all his parishioners, especially the children and young 
people, who loved and trusted him. Such is the man who is coming to u11 iu the Bishop's week. Let us 
give him a very warm welcome, · 
The Harvest Thanksgiving will co-incide with the Mission, and the special Harvest Services 

will be on Friday, October 3rd and the Sunday following. Mr. Taggart will preach on Friday and 
Sunday evenings, and the Bishop of Lincol~ on Sunday_ mornrng. . . . . 
An Explanation.-Our parish Mission has nothing to do with Foreign Missions, as some seem to 

tuink. It is a mission solely to ourselves. 
The following Letter has just been received frow our Missioner, and we gladly include it in- 

this mouths issue. · . 
, St. Lawrence's Rectory, Sedge brook, 

My Dear Friends 27th, August, 1930. 
You;. Vicar has with tho Bishop's approval, asked me to conduct the Short Mission in your 

Parish from the 3rd to the 8th October, aud I am looking forward to the pleasure of being with you 
during those days. Some of you I have ah-eady mot, and iu doing so I could. nut but feel, us wo shook 
hands together, that thore was already a roul spirit of friendliness and goodwill botween us, I uu very 
thankful for this, as it is to me a good oou. Not only is the Mission short, but the time of preparation 
18 also short, nevertheless if we all pray about it daily, and use it fully when the time comes, we may 
depend upon it that God will bless it to us, and will bless us to His service. 

.' Believe me, yours very sincerely, 
HUGH S. TAGGART. 
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Mr. Mansell who has received the offer of a mastership in a school near Manchester, will soon be 
leaving us. He has only been with us for the short apace of a year, too short a time'really to get settled 
down, und feel at iome amoug us, It used to be said in the old days that it took ten years really to 
kuow your neighliours inn Lincolnshire Village! 'However, this perhaps is not so truo nowadays, when 
we all move about so much more than we did in days gone by. In returning to their old homo and 
neighbourhood, we venture to wish Mr. and Mrs. Mansell every happiness and success. 
The future of the Sohool.-The Managers.are now endeavouing to find a a new Head 1'encher, 

and parents may rest assured that they will do all they can to make a good and suitable appointment. 
In one respect however, they are now limited. '['he County Education Authorities will only sanction the 
appointment of n woman tetLCher, owing to our diminished uumbers. This will be one of the most 
rovolutionary changes that has ever taken place here. Witham has had a Schoolmaster for as long as it 
has had a school at all, and that is for considerably over a hundred years, and long before the introduction 
of compulsory Education in 1870, 
Two old Wills.-The following extracts from Wills made by two parishioners four hundred years 

ago are taken from the Probate Regiat1•y at Lincoln. 
- (I.) 1,530 A.D. I John Framwce, of Lowude, within the parysh of Witham makes my Inst Will nnd 
to~tament. My body to be buryed in the churche yerde of Witham, To the high altar of the parysh 
churche of Witham xijd. To the bellys {bells) of Witham xijd. To the gyldes of Vitham xijd. 'To 
the mother clurche of Lincoln xijd. The iesyduo of my goodes I gyff Agues Frawce, my wyff, she to 
dispose them for the helthe and slvacion of my soule as she thynks best. > 

(2) 1530 A.D. I Robort Bocher of Witham makes thys my last will and testament. My body to be 
buryed in the parysh church of Witham. To the high altare of the parysh church of Withum iiijd. To 
the wurkes (works) of our Lady of Lincoln ijs. To the gyldes of Witham too strykes liurly. 1'o IL 

prest (priest) to say v messys (masses) fot me and my friends xxd. This lieryng wytness, Sir John 
Jumeson, the Vicar, with other. 

Mr. Cecil Story who hall been u patient in Peterborough Infirmary for so long, is sadly missed 
by his many friends in Witham. At every service we feel a sense of loss, when we foil to see his 
familiar figure in the steeple, o.ud in his corner by the organ. \Ve co.u asst:re his wife that everyone 
feels muost deeply for her in these weeks of axioty, and we pray that it miy be God's will to raise him 
up and restore him to health and strength once more. It was a kindly thought of those who organized 
a skittle tournameut recently, and raised a small fund to defray the heavy cost of Mrs. Story's frequent 
visits to her husband's bedside. 

Our young friend, Ernest Stringer is to be congratulated on his providential escape the other 
day. His injuries, serious as they were, might have been far worse. Mercifully he is making a good 
recovery, and we hope soon to soe him home again. 
The Dedication Festival is our annual dny of thanksgiving for spiritual blessings, symbolized 

to us in our beloved po.rish church. The Feast Sunday this yer falls on October 26th. 
The Harvest Thanksgiving services will bo held on Friday, Oet. 3rd, and Sunday Oct, 5th, 

when the Bishop of Lincoln will preuch in the morning. This is also the time of the ·' Bishop's 'Vt•elc, '' 
of which we wrote fully last month. The preacher ou Tueeday evening Oet. 7th, it1 the Bit1hop of 
Grantham, who has uot previously been to Witham. All the other uddrosses will be given by the Rev. 
H. S. Taggart. 
The Thankofferings during the Harvest Festival will be given to the Hospitals. 
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The Bishop's Week.--1 hi .: · 
d t l 1 !

, 
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• n many ways t is short time of preaching and prayer in our parish 
prove mos 10 P '1 , :i.ud ~,: l1mk },:u:k npon it with thankfulnes O · 1 · · M T , I do . , · s, ur spec1a m1ss10ner r. aggart 
!ll,l< ea e P 1mp11.11R11m U[iOn UH all liy his eloquent n d t · J dd f ll f ·' ' cleep oarnest11088, 'l'h<Jf!l:l h< f, ''-·<l . 1 h" . n yet simpie a tresses, u o wise counsel and 
l
·tr t . . w I aru, to 11iar 1m m111sed a great opportunity The numbers at the 

c j. eren services varied somewhat. th nu I I d · ·· - • 
1 

f 1· 
1 

• 10.g we were Pease tQ see such large congregations when the 
Bis 1ops o 111co n and Grantham addressed us on the Su.d · d T id · A W 'M · u O n ay mornmg an ues .ay evening 

. omen's eeting will be held on Monday, Nov, 17th, at 3 o'clock, when Mrs. Ta a-art has 
mo~t kmdly _cousonted to come over from Sedgtl,rook· to give a special talk. Will everyone le~~e make 
a ~10te of. tlllP, and reward her kindness by coming. It will be held in the church. As al outcome of 
this meeting we ho.pa to form a branch of the Mothers' Unuion iu the parish. After the meeting, tea 
will be provided by the ladies of the Church Council 

The Offerings at the Harvest I'hanksgiving amounted to £6 Bs. 9d. £3 Ba. 9d. was sent to 
Stamford Infirmary, and £3 to the Butterfield Hospital at Bourne. The fruit and vegetables were 
taken to the latter Hospital. 

A Lecture, illustrated by cinematographies, will be given in the Village Hall on behalf of 
t_he Royal Soc)ot_y fo~ the prevent1~n of cruelty to animals (R.S.P.C.A.) on Wednesday, Nov. 13th, at 
6,15 p.m. This is chiefly for the children, but all are welcome. 

The School.-The Managers nave offered the Head-teacher's post to Mrs. O. L. Peart head­ 
mistress of Mellis School, Suffolk, who has accepted it. She will commence her duties on Monday, 
Dec. lst. Mrs. Peart has, in addition, kindly undertaken to act as organist. 

The Hall-Rumours are busy with regard to the future ownership of Witham Hall. One 
proposal ie that it should become the Couuty Asylum for Rutland and the Soke of Peterborough, though . 
we still hope that it may be purchased as a private residence, Possibly, by the time these words are in 
print, the matter will be settled.' 

Sunday Morning--Some time ago the Vicar's motor-car was used regularly to convey 
worshippers from 11. distance, for whom the double walk was too great. He still gladly offers it for this 
purpose, and regrets that latterly so few have availed themselves of the proffered lift. Also, if previous 
notice is given, he will willingly send it to bring anyoue up, either at 8 or 11. 

Sunday Worsh1p.-Th_ere_ 1s one service alone that claims our first attention on the Lord's 
Day, and that is the Lord's Service itself. The follpwmg statement by the Bishop of Lmcoln may help 
us to realise this. He says : "Tho Holy Eucharist is clearly meant to be the chief Sunday morning 
servico, at which the chief congregation is expected to be present. For it is the one service at which the 
Prayer Book appoints that a sermon shall be pre~ched, the alms offered, the notices given out. There 
1s no provision wh!ltever for sEirmon, al~s o: ~otices at_ Mathus or Evensong. If we go behind the 
Prayer Book, to that Catholic order which it is the plain purpose of the Book of Common Prayer to 
@mtinue aud maintain, the implication is equally clear. '['he Eucharist, without doubt or question, has 
always been treated as the chief Chnstmn ser~1co. It_ 1s the s~rv1ce which our Lord Himself appointed, 
11.nd the £or(l's Scr·v-icc for the Lord's Day is a plam and simple rule wh1oh the Church has always 
observed. So for, therefore, tho duty of the faithful priest :ieems _to be unquestionable. He will 
arnestly desiro so to train and win his poople that the Lord's Service may take the position which is 
due to it in the life and worship of his parish. Ho can do no other. T'he.parish priest who loves his 
people will ot lack the pationt strongth & wisdom to win them to that fuller worship which is only possible 
whon the Lord's pooplo moot togotlor in the Lord's Service on the Lord's Day." This clear and concise 
statement of our Bishop puts tho matter very plainly, ad will explain why on Sunday we give the chief 
place of honour to tho 8orvivo of the Eehinrist, and consistently teach its paramount importance, To 
do other would ho unf11ithfttl l,ll (1hr111t. who not_ on,l[ 'instituted, but commanded us to continue, 
this perpetuul J\fomory of His Previous Doth until H 1s cou11pg- ag·arn." . 

Late Note.--\'o deeply rogrot to record tho doth of Mr, Cecil Story, whicl took place at 
Peterborough Ifimury on All 8its' Day (Noveuber lst.) 
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The Hall.--Our paragraph last month regardin th f tu f .h 

pared our readers for the welcome ne s f •t h t J u ure O t e Hall no doubt somewhat pre- 
Ketton Grange, Speaking for h' w 1f tl1 s _pu_rc ase y ommander_ C. M. Crichton-Maitland R.N. of 

...:. unset, here is no one whom the Vicar would have been more ;lad to 
have as resideuts here, than Commauder and Mrs Crichton-Ma 'ti d h h · · ·1 d g 
l · Id · l t I • · "1 an , w om e 1a pr1v1 ege to count among 
us o est an mos va ued friends and we feel sure that the who! ·11 ·11 h · b 1· · · · 
h } , e v1 a.ge wi siare wit 1m m g1vmg 
t .em a very hearty welcome. The connection between Holywell a d W'th · d 'b I 

1 
. d , . . u I am in ays gone y was a - 

ways a c ose one,. an so it is specially fitting and happy that the daughter of Colonel Birch-Reyngrdson 
should choose Witham as her future home · 
The Special Meeting arranged f~r women in church on Monday, Nov. 17th, was very well 

attended, aud Mrf. Taggart gave an exceedingly helpful address, which was much appreciated. She 
urged her hearers to endeavour to form a branch of the Mothers' Uaiou in the parish, and this proposal 
was discussed _at the subsequent tea, which followed the meeting. All present were in favour of the pro­ 
posal and eo after Christmas, there will be a special meeting for the enrolment of members when Mrs. 
Bond the Diocesan Secretary, will attend. Mrs., Burges, at the request of those present at the meeting, 
was asked to act as enrolling member, 
Confirmation.-The Vicar will be glad to have the names of candidates for Confirmation not later 

than the end of this Month. 
Forthcoming Concert.--A Concert will be given on Tuesday, Dec. 9th. by the "R.E.W.'' concert 

party from Stamford. The party are kindly giving their services gratuitously, and we therefore hope 
that it will be largely patronised, more especially as the proceeds will be in aid of of a Christmas party 
for the children. , 
The Lecture given by the R.S.P.C.A.on Nov. 12th, proved being enjoyable, and cinematograph 

pictures of animals, were shown 011 tho screen. Severa.I people afterwards said that they did not know 
u bout it as n.leo the womens' meeting, mentioned above. Moral,read the magazine with greater care! 

Christmas Day .-There will boa celebration of Holy Comuunio at 8 o'clock (not 8.30) and Choral 
Eucharist with Sermon at 11. After this Service, the Christmas Oharities will be dispensed by the Vicar 
and Churchwardens. Evensong will not he said. 
Decorating the Church.. We shall _greatly welco7:110 all _who will give some help in garnishing 

tho church for tho great Festival. The Christmas docoratios--in our estimation--are more important 
than any others, more especially as they are left up over the three following Sundays (to include the Feast 
of the Epiphany with its Octave). Irs. Bradshaw who recently underwent an operation in Stamford Infirmary, is, we are pleased to 
say, making very good progress, ad we look forward to seeing her about and among us again soon. 
In Memoriam.- Cecil Story, who died on All Saints' Day Ill Peterborough Hospital, will be greatly 

missed from our little community. For owing to his kindly and genial temperament. he was a favourite 
with all. A member of our Church Council, a regular ringer and organ-blower, he gare of his services 
to tho Glory of God, gladly and readily, He leaves behind him a fragrant memory which mwill not be 
uickly forgotten. To his bereaved wife and family, we offer our deep sympathy in their great loss. 

RI. p 
Mrs. John Holmes, who dierl in Stamford on Nov. 2_4th, was for many years a r-esident in this 

Parish, living latterly at the Post Office, where her si:1ter, l\Iiss Lydia Francis, was Postmistress. Her 
husbuud died over 13 years ago. '['wo sons and three duughters survive her, to whom we respectfully 
offer our deopsympathy. R.I.P._ 
~ap_t1sm-Nov. 30th. Nancy. daughter of Art.hur Hilton and Freda Fanny Metberingham. 
burials.-Nov. 5th, Cecil Story, aged 29years. Nov. 27th, Annie Mary Holmes, age 73 years 

' . ,t . • ' , --~ ·J.-~ 
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